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Public defence of a doctoral thesis in the Faculty of Science

Regulations in the Higher Education Ordinance

The qualification descriptors for PhDs and doctorates in the fine, applied and performing arts lay down that an approved doctoral thesis is required for the award of these degrees. The doctoral thesis shall be presented and defended orally in public. A faculty examiner (opponent) shall be appointed for this presentation (Chapter. 6, Section 33 of the Higher Education Ordinance). 
At least one of those participating in the grading of a doctoral thesis shall be someone who does not have a post at the higher education institution awarding the degree (Chapter 6, Section 34 of the Higher Education Ordinance). 
A higher education institution may issue regulations on the grading system to be used and on public defences and grading in other respects. (Chapter 6, Section 35 of the Higher Education Ordinance).

Stockholm University regulations 

A doctoral thesis shall be assessed using one of the grades fail or pass. In awarding the grade, account shall be taken of the contents of the thesis and the public defence of the thesis. A grade for a doctoral thesis shall be decided by an examining committee, appointed specially for each thesis.
The doctoral student is responsible for posting the thesis electronically in good time in the University’s publication database so that publication takes place at least three term weeks before the public defence. The title of the thesis and the abstract shall always be available in English even if the thesis is in another language.
At least three term weeks before the public defence the doctoral thesis shall be spread as follows:

be sent by the department to every department at a Swedish higher education institution/university within whose area of activities the subject of the thesis falls;

be sent by the University Library to Swedish university libraries and the Nordic national libraries;

be communicated to the supervisors by the doctoral student; and

be communicated by the department to the faculty examiner and the members of the examining committee.
If there are special reasons, the Vice-Chancellor may give permission for a particular doctoral thesis to be posted or distributed later than stated above.

The public defence shall take place at the time and place decided by the Vice-Chancellor. If there are special reasons, the Vice-Chancellor may give permission for the public defence to take place outside term time. When giving such permission, the Vice-Chancellor may also permit the doctoral thesis to be made available and distributed outside term time. In that case the thesis is posted at least three weeks before the public defence.
 
The public defence shall led by a chair. At the public defence there shall be a faculty examiner and an examining committee consisting of three to five members. The members shall be academically qualified. The faculty examiner may not come from the same department as the doctoral student. One of the members should have a post in the Faculty, at least one must not have a post at Stockholm University and no more than one may come from the doctoral student’s department. The person who has been a supervisor of the research student may not be a member of the committee. The committee shall appoint a chair from among its members. The faculty examiner and one of the supervisors is entitled to be present at the meetings of the examining committee and participate in its deliberations but not in its decisions. There is a quorum of the examining committee when all its members are present. The opinion that the majority agrees on shall count as the decision of the committee. Reasons shall always be given for a split decision and a decision to fail a candidate.

Science Faculty Board guidelines
1. Assessment at department level
When work on the thesis is nearing completion, the department shall arrange a review of the thesis. This review shall lead to a decision on whether or not to advise a public defence. This decision shall be notified to the head of department or the person appointed by the head of department to be responsible for research subjects. If it is decided to advise against a public defence, the head of department shall notify the doctoral student of this in writing. If the doctoral student chooses to make a public defence even though advice has been given to the contrary and the thesis is failed, the doctoral student has to meet the cost of printing the thesis and costs in connection with the public defence, such as a fee for the faculty examiner, travel costs for the members of the examining committee, etc. 

2. Proposal to the Science Faculty Board
The chair at the public defence, the faculty examiner, the examining committee and the coordinator are appointed by the Faculty Board on the proposal of the head of department or a representative of the research education subject appointed by the head of department. The proposal shall be submitted electronically on the faculty form to disputation@science.su.se 
The proposal shall state:
- that neither the chair nor the faculty examiner nor any member of the examining committee has cooperated with or published jointly with the examinee and that there is no other disqualification situation,
- that neither the chair nor the faculty examiner nor any member of the examining committee has recently (in the past five years) cooperated/published jointly with the supervisor.
The proposal shall reach the Faculty Board in such good time that the public defence can take place at the time intended even if the Faculty Board finds it necessary to refer the proposal back for reconsideration. The proposal shall therefore reach the Board no later than 7 weeks before the intended date of the public defence.

3. Faculty examiner

A faculty examiner should have the qualifications required for appointment as a docent (or corresponding qualifications– applies to examiners from abroad) and must not have a post at Stockholm University. 

4. Examining committee

The examining committee shall consist of three members, all of whom should have the qualifications required for appointment as a docent. One reserve member shall be appointed. Out of these four, at least two shall not have a post at Stockholm University and no more than one may come from the department concerned. No two members should come from the same department at a university/higher education institution. Both sexes should be represented on the examining committee. One of the members of the examining committee shall be appointed coordinator.
The examining committee shall appoint a chair from among its members. The faculty examiner and the supervisor are entitled to be present at the meetings of the examining committee and participate in its deliberations but not in its decisions. 
No member of the examining committee should be emeritus. If the department proposes someone who is emeritus, reasons shall be given for the proposal. Reasons shall be given for a proposal for a faculty opponent or member of the examining committee who does not have the qualifications required for appointment as a docent and for a proposal of an examining committee in which only one sex is represented. 

5. The faculty examiner’s and the examining committee’s preparations

The department is responsible for informing the faculty opponent and the examining committee in good time about the rules and procedures in connection with the public defence.

The department is responsible for the faculty opponent and the examining committee having access to a copy of the manuscript at least two weeks before the thesis is printed. This enables the faculty opponent and the examining committee to recommend a postponement of the public defence even before it has been officially announced. A recommendation for postponement is communicated to the examining committee’s coordinator, who immediately gets in touch with the supervisor and the head of department.
If the thesis is based on articles/manuscripts that have several authors, the doctoral student's own contribution shall be reported to the faculty opponent and the examining committee.    
6. Chair during the public defence

A member of the examining committee may chair the public defence. The supervisor may not chair the public defence.
7. Other matters

The date and time of the public defence are booked with Student Services, disputationer@studadm.su.se 
The thesis shall be posted in DiVA (the digital scientific archive) no later than three weeks before the public defence. The doctoral student’s date of posting is given in the letter of confirmation that the student receives from Student Services when making the booking.
In the case of questions about the faculty opponent and examining committee contact disputation@science.su.se 
8. Production of the thesis

For every thesis, the department should draw up a contract between the doctoral student and the department to regulate the financial side of thesis production. It is appropriate to do so when the department has approved the presentation of that the thesis. The contract should contain the following provisions:
* a quotation for the production of the thesis shall be examined and approved by the head of department before printing of the thesis may begin;

* a specification of the costs (e.g. for printing, language review, translation, illustrations) to be met by the department;

* any cost increases due to actions taken by the doctoral student shall be met by the doctoral student; and

* the number of copies of the thesis to be duplicated.

It is of great importance that the agreement with the printer states that the thesis shall be printed and delivered no later than 12.00 on the day of posting. Earlier completion can be advisable so that the faculty examiner and the examining committee receive their copies on the date of posting.
The Faculty Board has decided that at least 71 copies of a doctoral thesis shall be published:  3 copies to Student Services, 18 copies to the University Library and at least 50 to the department. The head of department decides how large the edition shall be for the department concerned. All these copies shall contain a thesis title page (posting sheet). In addition, the printer is obliged to deliver 7 statutory copies under the Act on Statutory Copies of Documents. Doctoral students are free to have additional copies produced at their own cost.
10 extra thesis title pages are sent to the appropriate officer at Student Services (for dissemination to the media and journals, etc.)

The doctoral student is responsible for delivering the doctoral thesis at least three term weeks before the public defence to Student Services (3 copies), the University Library (18 copies) and the department (50 copies) and for sending it to the supervisors. 
The department is responsible for communicating the thesis to the faculty examiner and the members of the examining committee no later than three term weeks before the public defence and for sending it to every department at a Swedish higher education institution/university within whose area of activities the subject of the thesis falls.

The department is required to ensure that there is a popular science summary of the thesis in Swedish or that the abstract of the thesis is available in Swedish.

Further information about public defences and the printing and distribution of doctoral theses is available at

 http://www.su.se/forskning/utbildning-pa-forskarniva/disputera-vid-universitetet 

9. Payments:
The department is responsible for reimbursing the doctoral student for “a reasonable sum” for costs in connection with the production and duplication of the thesis. This sum shall always cover the costs of the edition resulting from the Faculty Board's decision on the minimum edition (71 copies), the Act on Statutory Copies of Documents (7 copies) and the head of department’s decision to take more than 50 copies to the department itself. The department shall also be responsible for paying compensation to the faculty examiner and, where relevant, members of the examining committee. One condition for these payments is that the department has approved the presentation of the thesis. It is therefore desirable to draw up a contract (see above).  
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� The Vice-Chancellor has delegated the right to decide the time and place of a public defence. According to the decision and delegation instructions, the Head of Student Services decides the time and place of public defence after consultation with the Faculty Board.
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